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2 Preface

Blair. Also examined will be the two periods in which most of the famous superheroes were
first created: the Great Depression and World War I1 era, which gave birth to Superman,
Batman, and Wonder Woman, and the sixties, in which Spider-Man, the Fantastic Four,
the X-Men, Iron Man, the Hulk, and Docror Who were first created. The 1980s was another
critical period in comic book history, as the World War I1-era characters were all radically
revamped; their serialized stories began anew with a retelling of their “origin stories™ set in
the “present” of the 1980s, and their heroism was defined either in support of, or in oppo-
sition to, Ronald Reagan’s America.

Superhero narratives, as they are traditionally understood, involve colorfully garbed
heroic icons that demonstrate uncanny strength, intelligence, supernatural powers, and near-
infallibility. Their amazing character traits may be a result of their divine or mythical origins,
as in the case of Wonder Woman or Thor: alien heritage, as with Superman or “the Doctor”
(from Doctor Who); or magic, as in the case of Zatanna Zatara, Doctor Strange, and Harry
Potrer. In contrast, there are other superheroes such as Iron Man and Green Lantern who
are unremarkably “human,” but are made supremely powerful by access to advanced tech-
nology, or, like Batman, Sherlock Holmes and James Bond, through spending years mas-
tering fighting techniques and honing detective skills. Superheroes such as Aquaman,
Spider-Man, and Tarzan are humans who mimic amazing abilities demonstrated in the ani-
mal kingdom. Finally, there are those superheroes such as Captain America and Asterix the
Gaul whose amazing abilities are derived from performance enhancing drugs or magic
potions.

Mare DiPaolo. War, Politics and Superheroes: Ethics and Propaganda in Comics and Film. McFarland. 2011. 2.
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